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TOWN OF MIDDLEBURY 1 
Public Safety & Health Committee 2 

Community Meeting Room – Middlebury Police Department 3 
Monday, September 12, 2016 * Draft Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 
Attending the meeting:  Committee members Laura Asermily, Gary Baker, Don Keeler, Fire Chief David Shaw 6 
and Police Chief Thomas Hanley.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay. Other members of the public: Anne Christie 7 
and Karen Glauber.  8 
 9 
Call to Order. Chair Laura Asermily called the meeting to order at 4 p.m. 10 
 11 
Approval of Agenda.  Nick Artim moved that the Committee approve the Agenda as presented.  Tom Hanley 12 
seconded the motion, which was approved by the Committee. 13 
 14 
Approval of Meeting Minutes of August 8, 2016. Tom Hanley moved that the Committee approve the Meeting 15 
Minutes of August 8, 2016, as presented.  Gary Baker seconded the motion, which was approved by the Committee, 16 
with Nick Artim abstaining, as he was absent from the meeting. 17 
 18 
Citizens Comments. Karen Glauber reported that the airport has a tracking system, which identifies aircraft using 19 
the airport, which could be used to facilitate communication with pilots about protocols for use of the airport.  Karen 20 
also reported that she spoke to a pilot from the Air National Guard at Airport Day last weekend, and he seemed to 21 
understand and appreciate the concerns of airport neighbors, and offered to modify helicopter training sessions to 22 
minimize the impact on the neighborhood, when possible. 23 

Noise Ordinance Follow-Up.  Chief Hanley noted that there is a protocol provided for lodging complaints on the 24 
Middlebury Airport’s page on the Vermont Agency of Transportation’s website. Anne Christie said complaints 25 
should be tracked, complete with follow-up actions taken. Chief Hanley summarized the discussion of the group 26 
in three questions:  27 

1).  Who should complaints be submitted to? 28 
2).  How are complaints tracked? 29 
3).  Can the Town receive a periodic report on complaints and follow-up, perhaps quarterly or every six months?  30 
 31 
Laura Asermily will inquire about proper routing of complaints (i.e. who complaints should go to). 32 
 33 
There was discussion about how to handle a lack of response by requesting agreement on amount of reasonable 34 
time in which to receive a response and who to address if there is no response. 35 
 36 
If the Noise Ordinance is going to be amended, Chief Hanley suggested that under Article III, Exemptions, 37 
activities pre-empted by state and federal regulation should be added to the exempted activities for clarity. 38 
 39 
Safe Meetings Policy and Procedure.  The Committee reviewed Susan Shashok’s re-write of the  40 
Procedure for Disruption of Public Meetings.  Chief Tom Hanley suggested the following revisions: 41 
 42 

1. In the Definitions Section, under item  A, “Disrupt a Public Meeting” or “disruptive conduct” shall mean 43 

and include…. preventing others from participating in the meeting or impeding or interfering with others;   44 

2. In the Definitions Section, under item B, “Presiding Officer”, add the following sentence: The presiding 45 

officer shall have all the authority and responsibility to conduct the meeting per the relevant provisions of 46 

Robert’s Rules of Order. 47 
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3. In the Definitions Section, under item D, “Sergeant-at-Arms”, reword the last sentence as follows:   If the 48 

Town Manager is not present, then the Sergeant-at-Arms shall be the department head assigned to attend 49 

any Public Meeting, as long as he/she is not also the appointed by the Presiding Officer.  50 

4. In the Definitions Section, under item E, “Willful disruption” add “Any activity that constitutes a violation 51 

of Title 13, V.S.A  1026 Disorderly Conduct is prima fascia evidence of willful disruption.” 52 

5. In the Procedure Section, under item A, reword as follows: “In the event that an individual or group of 53 

individuals disrupts a Public Meeting, the Presiding Officer shall issue a verbal warning to cease the 54 

disruption.”  55 

6. In the Procedure Section, Under item B, reword as follows: “In the event that an individual or group’s 56 

conduct is determined to be willfully disruptive of the Public Meeting, the Presiding Officer may: (1) 57 

recess/suspend the meeting; (2) ask the individual or group willfully disrupting the Public Meeting to leave; 58 

or (3) direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to summon law enforcement personnel and to request that  assistance 59 

from the police law enforcement personnel remove the individual or group from the room for willfully 60 

disrupting the Public Meeting.  in restoring order to the meeting. The individual or group shall not be 61 

allowed to return to that Public Meeting.” 62 

By consensus, the Committee supported these changes. 63 
 64 
Nick Artim suggested that the Committee should consider developing a procedure for staff and members of 65 
public bodies to share concerns about safety, if any, in preparation for meetings. 66 
 67 
Ladder Truck Update.  Fire Chief David Shaw reported that on September 1st, in response to its request for 68 
proposals, the Town received proposals for the replacement of the fire truck from three firms, KME, HME and 69 
Pierce. 70 
 71 
Given the 365-390 day lead time between ordering and delivery of a ladder truck, in order to expedite the process 72 
for placing the order for the ladder truck, Don Keeler suggested, and the Public Safety & Health Committee 73 
consensus supported, that, given the Selectboard’s familiarity with the process to date, the purchase of the ladder 74 
truck forego review by the Infrastructure Committee (as the next meeting is scheduled for October 13 (after the 75 
Selectboard’s first meeting in October on the 11th)) and go directly to the Selectboard.  76 
 77 
Safe Routes Update (RFBL Status, Route 7 Crosswalk Monitoring).  Laura Asermily, also a member of the 78 
Safe Routes to School Committee, reported that the Rapid Flashing Beacons ordered for pedestrian crossings on 79 
Cross Street at Pleasant Street and North Pleasant Street at Court St, in front of the Middlebury Inn) should be 80 
placed by the end of the month.  Laura also noted that speed on Court Street continues to be a concern for pedestrian 81 
crossings.  The Safe Routes to School Committee is working to identify the safest route between Mary Hogan 82 
School and the Recreation Center.  Laura noted that ACTR has added an afternoon shuttle between the school and 83 
the Recreation Center. 84 
 85 
Adjourn.  At 5:10 p.m., David Shaw moved that the Committee adjourn.  Tom Hanley seconded the motion, which 86 
was approved unanimously by the Committee. 87 
 88 
Respectfully Submitted, 89 
 90 
Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 91 
Town Manager 92 


